
FROM  THE  GUEST  ED I TORS

On May 28-30, 2012, the Work shop on Eu ro pean Col lab o ra tion on Higher Ed u ca tion
and Re search in Nu clear En gi neer ing and Ra dio log i cal Pro tec tion (CHERNE 2012) was held in
Ath ens, Greece, un der the aus pices of the Nu clear En gi neer ing De part ment of the Na tional Tech -
ni cal Uni ver sity of Ath ens, in col lab o ra tion with the CHERNE Net work. This is the eighth in a se -
ries of an nual work shops first launched in 2005 in Va len cia, Spain, then con tin ued again in Va -
len cia the fol low ing year (2006), fol lowed by Prague, Czech Re pub lic (2007), Favignana, It aly
(2008), Julich, Ger many (2009), Coimbra, Por tu gal (2010), and Brussels, Bel gium (2011).

As had been the case with the pre vi ous work shops in this se ries, CHERNE 2012 was
pro moted by the net work of Eu ro pean Uni ver si ties for the Co op er a tion of Higher Ed u ca tion on
Ra dio log i cal and Nu clear En gi neer ing (CHERNE) – an open ac a demic net work fo cused on the
de vel op ment of ed u ca tional and sci en tific co-op er a tion among in sti tu tions in the field of nu clear
sci ences. Like its pre de ces sors, CHERNE 2012 pro vided a fo rum for ex change and dis cus sion of
the most re cent re search achieve ments of the par tic i pants, and an op por tu nity to fos ter sci en tific
col lab o ra tion within this field.

CHERNE 2012 in cluded par tic i pants from six coun tries, pre sent ing nine teen sci en tific
pa pers, of which ten have been pub lished in the pres ent sup ple ment. An other thir teen pa pers on
ed u ca tional is sues were also pre sented. CHERNE 2012 par tic i pants were drawn not only from
the ranks of the mem ber in sti tu tions of the net work but also from the ranks of non-mem bers – ac a -
demic and non-ac a demic. The par tic i pants’ con tri bu tions cov ered all the work shop topic ar eas
while em pha siz ing nu clear me trol ogy tech niques, ra di a tion pro tec tion, power gen er a tion sys -
tems, med i cal ap pli ca tions, etc.

The Guest Ed i tors wish to ex press their grat i tude to all those who con trib uted to the
suc cess of the work shop: es pe cially to the Na tional Tech ni cal Uni ver sity of Ath ens, but also to the 
or ga niz ing and sci en tific com mit tees for their own par tic i pa tion in the prep a ra tion of the event,
and to the ref er ees who kindly re viewed the manu scripts sub mit ted for pub li ca tion in this sup ple -
ment. We would also like to thank the Greek Atomic En ergy Com mis sion for spon sor ing spe cific
ac tiv i ties that formed part of this, the highly suc cess ful eighth Work shop on Eu ro pean Col lab o ra -
tion on Higher Ed u ca tion and Re search in Nu clear En gi neer ing and Ra dio log i cal Pro tec tion.
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